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LEssON #1 = Gob's WaAY FOR GIVING

GOD'S WAY - Many Christians and churches impatiently await God's paradise, but we have in our hands
the power to change some things right here and now. Being happy in God's way: to love as He
loves, to help as He helps, to give as He gives, to serve as He serves. This lesson, dealing with God'’s
Way For Giving may just start that process going.

THE PRAYER —Let us begin with prayer: Dear Lord, You know that money, in itself, is neither good nor bad.
With money we can do good or evil. We can selfishly serve our own desires, or answer the cries of our
neighbor. With money we can buy forbidden things or make it easier for someone else fo live.
Money brings power, and power is the ability to accomplish good or evil. Direct us, dear Lord, in your
way for giving. We pray it in the Name of Jesus. Amen.

THE WORLD'S WAY - Our prayer correctly says that money is a tool. We can use it for God, or ourselves.
Although most Christians try, none succeed in serving two masters. That's what this story fells us: A
middle aged man, whose hair began to turn gray, was dating two women at the same time. One of
the ladies was young, and the other quite a bit older. The elder woman, ashamed to be seen with a
man younger than herself, always pulled out some of her suitor’'s dark hairs. The younger lady, not
wishing to be the wife of an old man, fried fo remove every gray hair she could get her hands on. It
wasn't long before the man was totally bald. He would have done better to pick one girl or the
other. He couldn’t have both. Christians should learn that lesson when it comes to God's way of
giving. We can't serve two masters.

THOUGHT: Have you ever stopped to think that Christ never gave money to the needy who came to
Him?¢ The riches of the world were His to give away. Yet when the miserable masses came to Him, He
didn't give them money. He gave Himself, completely. Jesus had come to seek and save the lost.
Everything else, that most of us count important, was secondary to our Lord.

SCRIPTURE SEARCH 1 - Of course, most people agree with the statement: “Jesus never expected us to be
as giving as He was.” | wonder if that's true. Let's take a look at these passages and answer the
questions which follow:

Matthew 10:37 Who should come first in our affection@
Luke 14:33 What should we be willing to give up to follow Jesus?
Luke 18: 28 Did Jesus ever ask anyone to give up everything? Who
Matthew 19: 21 Anyone else?¢
1 Cor. 4:12-13 What can be expected as we follow Jesus?
Mark 8: 34 What should we do in following Jesus?

8:35 What will you lose?

8:36 What should we want to give up/keep?

FIRST APPLICATION: Most of us would agree we aren’t to serve two masters. We agree, but how are we
doing. Listen to the story which is told by your leader. It's point is that we often give the impression
that money, not Jesus, is what makes Christians function. God forbid that we give that impression.
Nevertheless, what other conclusion can be drawn when the Lord’s work goes begging year after
year. How very different from our use of God'’s gifts is the example set by Jesus. If anyone thinks this is
too strongly said, then here is a question which needs to be answered:

SUPPQOSE: Jesus had $40,000, and
SUPPOSE: Jesus knew about children who were starving and in slavery in the Sudan.
WHAT KIND OF CAR DO YOU SUPPOSE Jesus would buy?2




PsaLm 25: 4-5 "SHow ME YOuR WAYSs, O LorD" GROUP BIBLE STUDIES -
LEARNER'S PACKET - LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES

We know the answer to that question. While we might hem and haw, coming up with all kinds of excuses
why we should keep our money, Jesus would . Quite possibly
that is why Jesus gave us some warnings in Scriptfure. Look at these

2. SCRIPTURE SEARCH - THE WAY OF GOD IS GOOD AND BEST

Mark 10: 23 What does Jesus say is difficult for rich people?
Are we rich? YES / NO
What do we have that Caesar Augustus didn’'te

Luke 12: 15 How should we not measure our livese

Jer, 9:23-24  What should NOT be our boast?
What should be our boast?2

Luke 12: 33-34 What are we providing for ourselves?

Where does Jesus say our treasure is?

What lesson do we learn about sowing?2

Where should we decide what to give?

What should not be part of our decision?2

What does God love?

2 Cor

.9:6
9.7
9.7
9.7

THOUGHT & ILLUSTRATION: - God loves cheerful givers. Suppose your pastor got up at the beginning of
the Annual Voter's meeting, and said: "I have a marvelous announcement to make about our
building fund and our congregation’s stewardship program for this year: Friends, we have the
money!" What would be the reaction of your church to such a pronouncement?

What would be the reaction if the pastor then held up his hands for silence and added, "Yes, we have all
the money we need. Now all we have to do is give it!"

God gives the resources to accomplish His purposes. Now, He wants to see if people, having knelt at the
cross and run to the open tomb, are thankful for what He has done. He wants to find out if they are
taking His command to go, feach, preach and baptize seriously. He wants to see if there are any
cheerful givers around.

Are you one2 YES/NO Is there something you should change? What?

THE WAY OF PRAYER - Dear Lord, many people are willing to give You credit, yet few are willing to give
You cash. Teach me Your way of giving so that | might share my riches without regret, fear, or second
thoughts. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.



